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Carrie M. Sutcliffe House 

Built 1920 
 
 
Summary:  Located on the north side of Laurel Avenue in the block also bounded by Elmgrove Avenue, 
Freeman Parkway and Wayland Avenue, this single-family house was built in 1920 for Carrie M. Sutcliffe, 
a secretary in the G.H. Cahoone jewelry company.  The house was one of the early structures built in 
Freeman Plat #1, which had been laid out in 1916 by John R. Freeman, a civil engineer and real estate 
developer, after whom Freeman Parkway is named. (The transformation of this area from rural farmland 
to suburban neighborhood, between 1860 and 1940, coincided with an increase in the city’s population 
and improvements to its transportation systems.)  Miss Sutcliffe owned the house until 1942, and the 
property has only changed hands three times since then.  The current owner, Althea J. Crowley, 
purchased the property with her husband Irwin D. Crowley in 1981.  
 
Chronology: 
 
Prior to the mid-19th century, the area where 126 Laurel Avenue now stands was part of the Cat Swamp.  
Remote and not readily accessible to residents living in town, much of this land was held in extensive 
farmsteads.  Among the families that owned property in this area were the Allens.  Zachariah Allen, a 
merchant in the Colonial era, had six children who were active in Providence’s industrial, civic and 
commercial circles well into the 19th century:  Zachariah Jr. founded the Allendale Mills; Philip founded the 
Allen Print Works, and later served as Governor of Rhode Island 1851-53 and U.S. Senator 1853-59; 
Crawford, Ann, Candace, and Lydia (who married Sullivan Dorr).   Each of these children owned 
substantial property in Providence. (“Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence,” 
RIHP&HC, 1989; “Providence: A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources,” RIH:&HC, 1986) 
 
1860-1861 
 
Candace Allen, daughter of Zachariah Allen, died February 29, 1860 at age 71.  In August 1861 the heirs 
of Candace Allen had some of her substantial real estate on Providence’s East Side formally surveyed as 
13 plats of numbered lots.  The heirs then divided the total property into four equal parts designated A, B, 
C, and D on the plat maps.  By a series of deeds, the “A” and “B” lots went to Candace’s sisters-in-law, 
Eliza Harriet Allen (wife of Zachariah) and Phebe Allen (wife of Philip).  “C” lots went to the six children of 
the late Lydia Dorr (Candace’s nieces and nephews).  “D” lots went to Candace’s brother Crawford Allen.  
(Archives) 
 
“Plat No. 6 of the Division of the Estate Among Devisees of Candace Allen,” surveyed by Cushing & 
DeWitt on May 1, 1861 (recorded September 2, 1861 in Plat Book 5, Page 14, copied on Plat Card 146) 
shows the proposed subdivision of land on both sides of what is now Laurel Avenue, from Friend Street 
(now Arlington Avenue) eastward to Wayland Avenue.  Neither Laurel Avenue, Elmgrove Avenue, nor 
Wayland Avenue, are specifically named on this plat, and in fact none of these streets existed in this area 
in 1861.  The map shows a series of 6,000 square foot lots on the north side of Laurel Avenue.  The lots 
between today’s Elmgrove and Wayland Avenues are numbered 48, 63, 64, 65, and 66 (reading from 
west to east, with a street that was never built shown between lots 48 and 63).  Lot 48 also has the 
designation “D” on it; Lots 63-66 are designated “C.”  Lot 48 is where 126 Laurel Avenue would eventually 
be built. (Registry of Deeds)    
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Deed Book 161, Page 154:  On August 1, 1861, the various heirs of Candace Allen deeded to Crawford 
Allen a share of Candace Allen’s real estate, including “one quarter part in value of 19-7/8 acres of upland 
and swamp east of Friend Street as designated by the letter D [on Plat No. 6 by Cushing & DeWitt dated 
1861].”  The deed specifically mentions lots numbered 38-55 inclusive, so Lot 48 was part of this 
transaction.  (Archives)  
 
Sometime between 1861 and 1870, Crawford Allen’s wife Sarah S. Allen became the owner of record of 
these lots.  No record of a formal transfer of property between the two was found.  
 
1870 
 
City Atlas by G.M. Hopkins, Wards 1, 2 and 3:  Vol. 1, Plate J shows Laurel Avenue as a paper street 
stretching from Arlington Avenue on the west to Wayland Avenue on the east.  Elmgrove Avenue follows 
a course west of and parallel to Wayland Avenue, but stops a bit south of Laurel Avenue, although its 
proposed course continuing northward is indicated.  Lots 44-48 are on the north side of the proposed 
Laurel Avenue east of the proposed extension of Elmgrove Avenue; another, unnamed, proposed north-
south cross street runs between Lots 48 and 63 (this was never built).  Lots 44-48 are part of a large 
parcel (260,021 square feet) owned by Sarah S. Allen.  (Archives) 
 
1882 
 
City Atlas by G.M. Hopkins, Plate 4, again shows Laurel Avenue as a paper street between Arlington 
Avenue and Wayland Avenue.  The configuration of actual lots and proposed streets on the north side of 
Laurel Avenue is the same as it was in 1870, but by this time Elmgrove Avenue has been built northward 
beyond Laurel.  A proposed cross street between Lots 48 and 63 is still shown, as it was on the 1870 
map.  All the land flanking Laurel Avenue is labeled the “Cat Swamp Lots.”  No buildings are indicated.   
(Archives) 
 
1895 
 
City Atlas by Everts & Richards, Plate 6, shows Elmgrove Avenue and Wayland Avenue flanking the 
same configuration of lots as shown in the 1882 atlas; Laurel Avenue still had not been constructed 
through this area (although a portion of it had been built east of Cole Avenue).  None of these lots are 
numbered, and no buildings are indicated.  (Archives) 
 
1896 
 
John R. Freeman, a civil engineer, arrived in Providence from Boston to assume the presidency of the 
Manufacturers’ Mutual Insurance Company.  By 1901, he had built a house on a lot east of Morris 
Avenue, and over time he would acquire some 50 acres of adjacent land in the Cat Swamp Lots an effort 
to protect the aesthetic surroundings of his own home.  (“Historic and Architectural Resources of the East 
Side, Providence,” RIHP&HC, 1989) 
 
1897-1898 
 
Sarah S. Allen had mortgaged a large amount of property to the Providence Institution for Savings on 
June 10, 1876 (Mortgage Book 79, Page 421), including the Cat Swamp lots.  In 1897 she defaulted on 
her payments, and the bank put her property up for sale at auction.  LeBaron Bradford of Bristol was the 
highest bidder for Allen’s property, which was conveyed to him in seven separate deeds; and he promptly 
sold it all back to the bank on the same day: 
 
Deed Book 411, Page 463:  On May 11, 1897, the Providence Institution for Savings sold to LeBaron 
Bradford, for $12,000, “those lots of land situated in that part of the City of Providence known as the Cat  
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Swamp and laid out and delineated as lots 32-55 [plus 9 more lots]” as shown in Plat No. 6 of the estate 
of Candace Allen (plat book 5, page 14, 1861).  Lot 48 was part of this transaction.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 411, Page 468:  On May 11, 1897, LeBaron Bradford of Bristol sold to the Providence 
Institution for Savings, for $69,400, all of Sarah S. Allen’s former property conveyed to him in seven 
deeds dated May 4, 5, 6, 7 and 11, 1897, including “Sixth:  those lots of land in that part of the City of 
Providence known as the Cat Swamp and laid out and delineated as lots 32-55…” as shown in Plat No. 6 
of the estate of Candace Allen (plat book 5, page 14, 1861).  Lot 48 was part of this transaction.  
(Registry of Deeds) 
 
1902 
 
Deed Book 455, Page 427:  On November 11, 1902, The Providence Institution for Savings sold to John 
R. Freeman, for $10, a parcel of land bounded by Elmgrove Avenue on the west, northerly by land of 
Washington L. Cole, easterly by lands of Sullivan, Ames, Carrington, and the Crawford Land Co., and 
southerly by land of Waldorf Getchell.  The parcel contained an estimated 120,109 square feet.  (Note the 
deed no longer refers to lot numbers from the plat of Candace Allen’s estate.)  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
The 1902 Assessor’s Plat Map 86 shows a portion of Laurel Avenue constructed from Arlington Avenue 
to Gano Street.  Laurel Avenue is not shown running between Elmgrove and Wayland Avenues at this 
time, either as a paper street or an actual one.  The lots between Elmgrove and Wayland Avenues are 
configured as shown in the 1882 and 1895 atlases.  Lot #113 contains 120,109 square feet.  (Archives) 
 
Note: Lots in Plat 86 were renumbered sometime between 1902 and 1917.  Plat Cards in the Assessor’s 
Office indicate that Plat 86, Lot 113 is located on Wayland Avenue, not Laurel Avenue; and the chain of 
title for Lot 113 does not correspond to that for what is now Lot 511 in Plat 86. (Assessor’s Office) 
 
1907-1908 
 
The 1907 Providence House Directory indicates that Laurel Avenue had been extended from Arlington 
Avenue east to Grotto Avenue.  (Archives) 
 
The 1908 City Atlas by L.J. Richards & Co., Plate 9, shows Laurel Avenue laid out between Elmgrove and 
Wayland Avenues.  A large lot measuring 120,109 square feet at the corner of Laurel and Elmgrove 
Avenues is attributed to John R. Freeman (note that this lot is significantly smaller than Lot 113 on the 
1902 map, yet it ostensibly contains the same area of land).  Most of the rest of the block is owned by 
members of the Ames family, or by E. Carrington.  (Archives) 
 
1916 
 
After a proposal to develop part of Cat Swamp as a public park failed to interest the City, Freeman 
drained the swamp and platted his holdings for residential development. The Freeman Plat included 198 
house lots on land traversed by Doyle, Upton, Hazard, Laurel, Wayland, Elmgrove and Taber Avenues, 
Freeman Parkway, Barberry Hill, and Abbottsford and Rose Courts.  Unlike the standard grid layout used 
in other East Side plats, the Freeman Plat incorporated a number of curving streets, wide verges and 
wide sidewalks.  Its average lot size, 8000 square feet, was 60% larger than the standard Providence 
house lot, and parcels were sold with deed restrictions to control building types and construction. (“East 
Side, Providence,” 1989) 
 
“Plat No. 1 of Land Belonging to John R. Freeman,” surveyed June 1916 by W.V. Polleys, recorded in 
Plat Book 34, Page 24, and copied on Plat Card 1036, shows the block bounded by Laurel, Elmgrove and 
Wayland Avenues and Freeman Parkway divided into 12 lots.  On the north side of Laurel Avenue, the 
 



PPS Records for 126 Laurel Avenue        Page 4 
 
 
third lot east of Elmgrove is numbered 24.  Lot 24 measures 70.10 feet on Laurel Avenue, 81.89 feet on 
its east boundary, 70 feet on its north boundary, and 86.40 feet on its west boundary.  [Note that the lot 
numbers on the plat map do not correspond to the lot numbers on the City’s assessor’s plat maps and tax 
records.] (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1917 
 
Assessor’s Plat cards indicate that Lot 511 in Plat 86 was owned by John R. Freeman as of June 15, 
1917.  (Tax Assessor’s Office) 
 
Providence Tax Records for 1917 indicate that John R. Freeman owned Plat 86, Lot 511, which was 
assessed at $1,460 for the value of the land.  No assessment was made for buildings.  (Archives) 
 
1918 
 
City Atlas by G.M. Hopkins, Plate 21, shows the same street layout for this block as in the 1908 atlas 
(note however that on this atlas, Freeman Parkway is called Glen Road).  No buildings are shown in the 
block.  The third lot east of Elmgrove Avenue, on the north side of Laurel Avenue, contains 5,876 square 
feet of land.  The entire block is owned by J.R. Freeman.  (Archives) 
 
Providence Tax Records for 1918 indicate that John R. Freeman owned Plat 86, Lot 511, which was 
again assessed at $1,460 for land, nothing for buildings. (Archives) 
 
1919 
 
Deed Book 583, Page 295:  On July 25, 1919, John R. Freeman sold to Carrie M. Sutcliffe of Providence, 
for $10, Lot #24 on the north side of Laurel Avenue between Elmgrove and Wayland Avenues, as 
delineated in map of Freeman Plat No. 1.  The deed references the previous transaction between 
Freeman and the Providence Institution for Savings in 1902 (Book 455, Page 427).  Deed restrictions 
include 10-foot setbacks from the side lot lines, a 20-foot setback from Laurel Avenue, and construction of 
a single family house only, which restrictions were to be binding until 1980.  The grantor (Mr. Freeman) 
promised similar restrictions on his own property with 70 feet of this lot.  [Note that the deed also 
mentions Miss Sutcliffe’s previous purchase from Mr. Freeman of Lot #23, immediately to the west of #24, 
on March 11, 1918.  Ms. Sutcliffe lived in Cranston at that time.  Lot 23 is now 120 Laurel Avenue, a.k.a. 
Lot 512 in Plat 86.  Tax records indicate that 120 Laurel Avenue was built in 1919.]   (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat cards indicate that Lot 511 in Plat 86 was owned by Carrie M. Sutcliffe as of December 1, 
1919.  (Tax Assessor’s Office) 
 
Providence Tax Records for 1919 indicate that John R. Freeman owned Plat 86, Lot 511, which was 
again assessed at $1,460 for land, nothing for buildings.  Apparently the assessment was charged to 
Freeman before he sold the property to Sutcliffe.  (Archives) 
 
1920 
 
The Providence Tax Records for 1920 list Carrie M. Sutcliffe, of 120 Laurel Avenue, as the owner of Lot 
511 in Plat 86, which was assessed at $1,460 for land and $8,400 for buildings.  Clearly the house and 
garage had been constructed by this date.  Presumably Miss Sutcliffe moved out of 120 Laurel Avenue 
(which she had built the previous year) and into 126 Laurel upon its completion, but not until 1922 do the 
tax records list her address as 126 Laurel instead of 120 Laurel. (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directory lists Carrie Sutcliffe (no profession indicated) as living in Edgewood in 1918, 
boarding at 120 Laurel Avenue in 1919, living at 116 Laurel (? - perhaps a typo for 126) in 1920, and  
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living at 126 Laurel in 1921.  Also, the 1919-1920 Providence House Directory lists no houses east of 
Elmgrove Avenue, but for 1921-1922 indicates that Carrie M. Sutcliffe lived at 126 Laurel Avenue.  
(Archives) 
  
1926 
 
City Atlas by G.M. Hopkins, Plate 21, shows the house at 126 Laurel Avenue, with a small outbuilding 
(probably a garage) at the rear; the street address 126 is shown on the map.  The lot measures 5,876 
square feet.  The owner is indicated as C.M. Sutcliffe.  The block had been almost entirely built out by this 
time.  (Archives) 
 
1942 
 
Deed Book 852, Page 128:  On September 3, 1942, Carrie M. Sutcliffe of Providence sold to Elizabeth F. 
Collins and Agnes G. Collins, for $10, Lot #24 on Freeman Plat #1, together with all buildings thereon.  
The property was conveyed subject to the restrictions outlined in Miss Sutcliffe’s deed from John R. 
Freeman back in 1919 (Book 583, Page 295).  (Registry of Deeds)  
 
Assessor’s plat cards indicate that Lot 511 in Plat 86 was owned by Elizabeth F. Collins and Agnes B. 
Collins as of November 1942. (Tax Assessor’s Office) 
 
1959 
 
Deed Book 1097, Page 72:  On November 30, 1959, Elizabeth F. Collins and Agnes B. Collins sold to 
Jason C. Siegal and Tovia A. Siegel of Providence, Lot #24 on Freeman Plat #1, together with all 
buildings thereon.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s plat cards indicate that Lot 511 in Plat 86 was owned by Jason C. Siegel and wife Tovia A. 
Siegel as of December 1959.  (Tax Assessor’s Office) 
 
1981 
 
Deed Book 1229, Page 430:  On July 3, 1981, Jason C. Siegel and Tovia A. Siegel of Providence sold to 
Irwin D. Crowley and Althea J. Crowley of 126 Laurel Avenue, Providence, Lot #24 on Freeman Plat #1, 
together with all buildings thereon.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s plat cards indicate that Lot 511 in Plat 86 was owned by Irwin D. Crowley and wife Althea J. 
Crowley as of July 3, 1981 (reference Deed Book 1229. Page 430).  (Tax Assessor’s Office) 
 
1984 
 
Deed Book 1273, Page 832:  On September 19, 1984, Irwin D. Crowley and Althea J. Crowley of 
Providence conveyed to Althea J. Crowley of 126 Laurel Avenue, Providence, all interest in the property 
known as Lot #24 on Freeman Plat No. 1, together with all buildings thereon.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s plat cards indicate that Lot 511 in Plat 86 was owned by Althea J. Crowley Freeman as of 
October 10, 1984 (reference Deed Book 1273, Page 832).  (Tax Assessor’s Office) 
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